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Community Council Elections – Suggested Areas for Improvement 

Continuity:
The whole process should be designed to avoid disruption to local Community Council services and minimise uncertainty amongst previous and newly nominated/ elected councillors as to their standing and powers.  Local residents should continue to have access to meetings and to assistance from their local Community Council throughout the process.  CEC services are not significantly disrupted during elections – the same should apply to Community Councils. This means a period of overlap is required where the previous councillors continue to operate until the nomination/ election period is completed. Shadow meetings could be held during this overlap period when the Returning Officer would confirm results and the new group of councillors could plan a seamless changeover from previous office bearers. Without this approach, Colinton CC has been unnecessarily disrupted between early March and 15 April. 

Possible Timeline (similar one possible for extended period where public election reqd):

Existing CC 		Newly Elected CC

Month 1		Full Powers		Release Nomination Forms

Month 2		Full Powers		Nomination Period

Month 3		Full Powers		Results announced and Shadow CC meets to sign up
Elects new office bearers and sets meeting dates etc

Month 4 		Ends			Full Powers

Publicity:

It is suggested that the small amount of budget (£500?) given to advertising and publicity needs to be significantly increased to raise awareness and encourage citizens to join their local Community Council. This budget only covered a relatively small number of A5 leaflets sent to libraries and other public places. There should be a social media campaign to encourage younger people to apply.

Nomination Forms – Design and Availability

The design should be improved to be much easier to fill in and submit – see suggested redesign attached. The content of this form has a more logical order. Why not make the forms available say four weeks before the nomination period in case potential nominees are on holiday or away for business purposes. The nomination period should avoid or be extended round school holidays including mid-term, Easter and Christmas. The idea of photographed forms being accepted was good but perhaps other ways of submitting a nomination electronically should be included.

David Houston and Sonia Rutherford
On behalf of Colinton CC – approved 10 June 2025

Nomination Paper for Community Council Elected Representative

Nominee for election

I, the nominee for election, consent to being nominated and, if elected, accept office as an elected representative on the ……………………………. Community Council in accordance with the Edinburgh Scheme for Community Councils.

Full name……………………………………………………………………………………..

Home address and postcode ………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone……………………………………Email…………………………………………

Signature ……………………………………Date…………………………………………..


Proposer and seconder

As persons residing in and appearing on the electoral register of …………………… Community Council, we hereby nominate the nominee detailed above, as a candidate for election as an elected representative on the Community Council. 
We are aware we can only propose or second one person for election.

Proposer

Full name……………………………………………………………………………………..

Home address and postcode ………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone……………………………………Email…………………………………………

Signature ……………………………………Date…………………………………………..


Seconder

Full name……………………………………………………………………………………..

Home address and postcode ………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Telephone……………………………………Email…………………………………………

Signature ……………………………………Date…………………………………………..
Submitting your form

This nomination form must be signed in ink and submitted to the Council. A mobile phone picture or scan of the nomination form can be returned by email to community.councils@edinburgh.gov.uk 

Alternatively, a hard copy can be returned to Governance Team at the City Chambers, High Street, EDINBURGH, EH1 1YJ or Waverley Court, 4 East Market Street, EDINBURGH, EH8 8BG by Time Day Date Month Year. 

If an election is required, then it will be held on Time Day Date Month Year under the Edinburgh Scheme for Community Councils. 

There will also be the opportunity to discuss whether you have any additional support needs to allow you to fulfil your role as a community councillor, e.g. Accessibility issues. Please don’t hesitate to contact us now if you have not done so already and have specific support needs that it would be necessary for your community council to prepare for in advance. 

The Returning Officer will publish the results as soon as practicable after declaration in the appropriate public office(s) and on the City of Edinburgh Council website, by displaying a Notice listing the candidates’ names in alphabetical order. The Notice will be publicly available for one week and removed thereafter. 

The Council will retain the name and address of all elected members for the purpose of contacting them on matters relating to community councils. All election materials, including nomination papers, will be retained by the Council for a period of one year and thereafter securely destroyed. 

Candidates, being either successful or unsuccessful, will be informed as soon as practicable about the outcome of the poll. All election materials, including nomination papers, will be retained by the Council for a period of one year and thereafter securely destroyed. 

You can get more copies of this document by contacting governance@edinburgh.gov.uk
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You can get this document on audio CD, in Braille, and Large Print if you ask us. Please contact Interpretation and Translation Service (ITS) on its@edinburgh.gov.uk and quote reference number 25-0172. ITS can also give information on community language translations. 
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