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Understanding Scotland’s
new planning system

Future webinars

@2 06 Dec 2023  NPF4 - How have
ﬂ 19:00 - 20:30 things changed

(o 17Jan 2024  Green Belts and NPF4
Jasses) 19:00 - 20:30

(P 31Jan 2024 Having a say in the
19:00 - 20:30 future of your area

Scotland’s
countryside
charity

Alasdair Edwards: Principal Reporter at the
Planning and Environmental Appeals Division
of the Scottish Government (DPEA)

NPF4 — Move from focus on GDP growth to environment, climate, nature and biodiversity.
Local Authorities required to build LDPs and community development around NPF 4

Host of relevant links
https://www.planningdemocracy.org.uk/2023/local-place-plans-why-bother/
https://aprs.scot/ldps

https://www.planningdemocracy.org.uk/newsletter-2/
https://aprs.scot/bulletin/

https://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p3tHPhun5-1&t=1862s
https://aprs.scot/Idps

Intr ion an rview

Understanding Sealland's Mew Planning Sysbeim — An Individuals Perspectve
Who am I¥
= Thi rale of a reparter — appeals and axaminatians
= Sefting the scene = a swifl planning historg
Recent changss and guidanca.
= The Developrrent Plan — past prasent and future.
Mational Planning Framewark ¢ = conbenl and aze catian.
Lozal Developrrent Plans — & process.
Loszzal Place &g,
Fagicial Spalial Siratagias,
Dthvsr re ariee wtradegies ane quidanse.
= Agplying for planning perrmssion ang othar consends and routss o appaal.
= Widar DPEA cass/oad.
Decsions and Recommendations.
= Ceestions and Ansears,



https://www.planningdemocracy.org.uk/2023/local-place-plans-why-bother/
https://aprs.scot/ldps
https://www.planningdemocracy.org.uk/newsletter-2/
https://aprs.scot/bulletin/
https://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p3tHPhun5-I&t=1862s
https://aprs.scot/ldps

An Indivi I’ iy

= A CAVeAl

= MeEw Systen s sl aeing implemsesied
= Mo axperience a5 yelb of the nevy Galechecy process but that will scon change

= The follewing represants my summary 5 & Scotish Gowarnment Reportar. The dstail i=
providad in the referencad documents and pubished guidance,

= Mot abls to discuss individua! appeals or casaes.

Who am I?

« ¥ glags hanours Master of Ars degres in Tawh Plannibg, Sefob-aait Unleersity

= Chartersd Memoer ef the Roya Town Planning Instiute (and Asseseon,

« Past volunbesr far Flanming Ald for Seat and — advice and earmmunity Iraining sessions
= Proviously worked for The iy OF Edinburgh Council

— [Dewsoament glars - Lezal and Maos Apol cacions — Depariments Coovssnee w0 Plareing Sonvsner,

= Workng as a Scoitish Government Reportsr since 20049:
= Thwar 200 Casgarad Sases [md 52 seanses JRime;
= Gig Saclicn 36 Wive Taims
- 13 Devecomenl @ an Examinatons 3 2= _=ad Reporte-l.
Held zver 10 days af ingliphearng sessions
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What is a “Reporter”?

= Anapponied porsen eithar emplayed er
contracied oy the Sceltsh Gavemment,

« Waork ~g for the Planning a~< Environmenial
Appeals Division (OPEA).

= Pan of the Core Scoliish Gavarnmen! Legal
Directerate but at “arms-lengts”,

« 23 salaried reporers and a pool of 15 saif-
empleyead reporters.,

* Various backgreunds ~planning. ecology,
architeciure; heritage; deslan; law, surseying

= And past emo oyment = Countryside
Commissicn. APRS, HES, SEPA; National
Parks, local authorilies, private censultanzies,;
lagal firms; other pare of the civil sernvics.
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See the link above to the DPEA Annual Review

The Plannin m - A (Very) Swift Hi

= Pret900 a sysiem of bye-laws and [ancovmer contral,

= En gntened mocel and garden cty commonties — News Lanark (1786, Santaire [1553);
Bournville (1878). Port Sun gnt (1887): Rosyth (1915).

= Eminent thinkers — Ekenezer Heward [755)-1928); Raymond Unwin (1863-1240); Patrck
Ceddes (1854-1932): Octavia Hill (1938-1912)

«  Responze to lssues of poelution. urban soravd and rioson development.

“in these smal towns Lochgeily, Corrdenbeath, and ofher Fife mining vilages] in spite of fhe
plealiful supply of sheag lana, housing conaibans are Wtle belter than ln the slume of large
cihies and even e prasence of fresh alr dees litle fo counteract the evils of bad sanitaticr and
uncontreied devetapment”. Dunferming Jeurnal, 30 Mey 18035,

El




The Plannin m - A (Very) Swift Hi 2

+ Housing and Tovn Planning Acts 1203 anc 1918: the Tovn Planning Act
1925 and the Town and Couniry Planning Act 1932 < indial movemsn: to
reform.

+ Post WW2 - New Towns Act 1846 and the Tovmn and Country Planning Act
1947

[The Act) haz eztabiished & code for the control of proparty which not caly
sffects itz use and devalopment, bt als0 lays down & new grinciple for the o,
valvation of land by removing deyelopmen! values from grivate cwnershic”

+ Effect of 1347 Act nationalis=d the rigni to develop land.

+ The Town and Country Planning [Scotland) Acts 1972 and 1337,
+ Planning stc. (Scotland] &ct 2006

+ Planning {Scotland) Act 2019,

= EMectively a cireular system of evaluate + moniel — pan — rayiew — assess
+ Key point A discretionary planning system in Scetland.

Recent Changes and Guidance

Planning (Scotland) Act 2019

“Anything that contributes to sustainable development or achieves the national outcomes is be
considered to be in the long term public interest”.

NPF4 now part of statutory development plan (and includes housing targets).
Removal of Strategic Development Plans.

Removal of statutory supplementary guidance.

NEW Local Place Plans.

NEW Regional Spatial Strategies (2 or more authorities).

NEW LDP Evidence Report and Gatecheck.

Requirement for Delivery Programmes.

Requirement of local authorities to produce open space strategies and assess play sufficiency.

Introduction of Masterplan Consent Areas.

Allows for regulations to introduce an infrastructure levy and consideration for health effects.
Mare delegation of decision-making (development orders, CLUDs, advertisements).
Introduction of shart term Iet control areas.

Planning (Scotland ) Act
2019

Scottish Government publications on LDP guidance and Circular 1/2022 Local Place Plans.




The Development Plan — past, present and future

DEVELOPMENT PLAN Strategic Development Plans National Planning Fi k4 National Planning Fs k4
Local Development Plans Local Development Plans Local Development Plans
Supplementary Guidance Supplementary Guidance

NON-STATUTORY Planning Advice / Guidance Planning Advice / Guidance Reglonal Spatial Strategies
Masterplans / Briefs Masterplans / Briefs Local Place Plans

Planning Advice / Guidance

T - e

nvv-wpmm

Masterplans / Briefs

N

ational Planning Framework 4 — content and application

+ Part 1 - A National Spatial Strategy for Scotland 2045 [ Ntorel Bekg.
— Spatial principles (6). &[0 t
- National Spatial Strategy Map / National Developments Map H
— Regional Spatial Strategies.

+ Part 2 - National Planning Policy
— Sustainable places.
— Liveable places.
— Productive places. :

+ Part 3 - Annexes
— National Developments Statements of Need.
— Spatial planning priorities.
- Six qualities of successful places.
= Minimum all-tenure housing land requirement.

Seoltah Covernment
>Rt

See also the Glossary within NPF4




National Planning Framework 4 — content and application

National Spatial Strategy
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National Planning Framework 4 — content and a

lication

38 Part 2- National Planning Policy

Sustainable Place

1 and nature crises
2. Climate mitigation ana acaptation
3 Blodiversity
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National Planning Framework 4 — content and app

INTENT
|

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LDPs

!

Green belts

Policy Principles

Policy Intent:

Policy Outcomes:

and enhanced.

change.

To encourage, promote and facilitate
compact urban growth and use the land
around our towns and cities sustainably

» Development is directed to the right
locations, urban density is increased and
unsustainable growth is prevented.

« The character, landscape, natural setting
and identity of settiements is protected

« Nature networks are supported and
land s managed to help tackle climate

Local Development Plans:

LDPs should consider using green belts, to
support their spatial strategy as a settlement
management tool to restrict development around
towns and cities.

Green belts will not be necessary for most
settliements but may be zoned around
seftlements where there Is a significant danger of
unsustainable growth in car-based commuting or
suburbanisation of the countryside.

Green belts should be identified or reviewed
as part of the preparation of LDPs. Boundary
changes may be made to accommodate
planned growth, or to extend, or alter the area
covered as green belt. Detailed green belt
boundaries should be based on evidence and
should be clearly identified in plans.

| Poticy B

| 8) Development peoposal wifin o gresn

| oot csemigruntact within tha LOP wik anty be

supponed If
1} they am for.

+ devalopment associ@lad with sgricutes
woodland creation, forestry and existing
woodland (ncuding commernaty
woodtandsj;
residontisl accormmodation requted and
designed for 8 ey worker in o primacy

y within the immodiiate vickty of
their place of employmert whero the
presence of 3 worker 15 essentiy 1) the
operston of ¥ ertepries, or relind
workars whare thers & no sultable
ahomatve sccommodation avileble
hortcutuee, ncuding manat gardaning
and diructly comected retafing, as wel

s communily growng:

* outdoor recreaton, play und spor
or lesure and ursm uses: and
deveiopments Mt provids cppOnures
lor accass % the open countrysice
(Including routes for active travet and
core patha .

+ flood rak manapement {such as
davelcpment of Slue and green
riastructure wihin & “drenage
catchmmont” 1o manage/migate flood Mk
andior draknage Isues),

+ essenily wkasinCiure of new camatery
Provison.

riennécanon of establishad uess
ncluding exensions 1o n exsting
balding whena that s ancilary 1o the
nain use,

* the reuse. rehabritation snd conversion

ASSESSING PROPOSALS ——» i et s -

+ one-lor-cre replacements of exsting
perranant homes.
and

National Planning Framework 4 — content and application

Statement of Need

MATHLR Figures

3. Snategic R ble Electricity G

and Transmisslon Infrastructise

Tnis natoral devalopment suppons renswable
electricity ganeration, repawenng, and expansion
of the abscyicity grie

Aterpe and rapid increyss in electicty
gareration from moasabie soumes wil ba
essential for Scotiard 1o meet its nel zero
omissors wrgets. Coman Hypas of mnswstils
alkctricity ganaraden wil also be required, which
wil Inchade enangy storaga techrology and
capscity, o pronde tha vite senices, including
fexlle rasponss, that a zero carbon network will
mequrs, Generatcn & for domestic corsumpaon
as wall as for exzoct fo the UK and beyond

with new capacly haiping lo decarnoniss heat
saraport and industrsl erecgy demand. This
has the potential 1o suppert pbs ard business
invesiment, wih witker economic bensfils

Tha clectriclty imrsmission grid wil need
substaral rerdorcement noiuding the addiscn
of rew Fémsinchure o connect and tnnamit
me cutput from rew on and offshore capacty 1o
consumars In Scatland. the rast of the UK and
teyond. Delheery of this nabional development
wil ba infarmed by market. pelicy and mguiatory
CevaEinpments and decisicns

Location
Al Soutkard

Need

Addtional skcricty generation from eoswabies
and alacincty transmission capacity of scale i
fundiamenial 10 schievng @ nel 2e10 economy
and supports mmpeaved network reslbence n
rure @nd stand aeas, lskd tenemiEsion
cannactians in paricuar can facitate captunng
sgnfoad rereranbie eneigy poterdial in
Mass areas 25 well a5 daltvacng signifioant
20Cia| and sconomis Lensils.

and classes of development
A devclopment contrbuting to “Strategic
Reneanbie Blacticity Gerestion and
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man and

@} Naw anddor upgraded Infrastructure direcsy
supporing on and offshom high voliage
eectnoity Ines, cables and ¥ieeConrectons
Including corvanes stations, swiching statoee
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Lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions
aspessInent

Depantiing on the nature of the projects take
forward and considanng both direct and indinect
ofiacts, the fecyce greanhouse gas emissions
assegsnent conclydas the deveipment wil
Haly kave an cvarmll nat pasitve ‘maact on
achsning natiral greanhouse gas amissions
reducton targats
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Local Development Plans — Expectations

+ Required to be produced “as soon as practicable” after 2019 Act.
» Thereafter, reviewed if required by SM or at intervals of no more than 10 years.

+ “Take account of":
— The National Planning Framework 4
— Any local outcomes improvements plan.
— Any registered Local Place Plan.

+ “Have regard to™
— Regional Spatial Strategies.

Local development planning guidance - gov.scot {www.gov.scot]

Figure 3 - Key expectations of plans

( Place-based

Using the ‘place principle’.

briefs and masterplans.

Minimal policy wording.

atalocal leved,

Presented as a collation of site

Addressing the global climate
emergency and nature crisis

\

P

( People-centred \

.

Putti and communities

: Un"h:::ue R ‘Infrastructure First’ approach.
Meeting people’s neads and dell!t!lu delivery of
asplrations. sustainable development.

Achieving outcomes.

\_

Tackling inequalities.

Prepared collaboratively.

5

ﬂ)elivery—focused \

J

LDPs are reviewed by Scot Ministers
Look at the Guidance Document above

Local Development Plans — An overview of the process

Figure 4 — LDP Process — Overview
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Local Development Plans — The Development Plan Scheme
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Produced annually by each LA — Statutory engagement — When, How, What outcome?

Local Development Plans — Evidence Gathering (1)

+ Planning authorities required to prepare an evidence report.

+ Seek views of key agencies; children and young people; other persons as prescribed; and the public at
large.

+ Should set out authority's views on:

principal physical, cultural, economic. social, built heritage and environmental characteristics of the district

principal purposes for which the land is used

size, composition, health and distribution of the population of the district

housing needs of the population of the area

availability of land in the district for housing, including for older and disabled people

desirability of allocating land for the purposes of resettlement

health needs of the population of the district and the likely effects of development and use of land on those health needs
education needs of the population of the district and the likely effects of development and use of land on those needs
extent to which there are rural areas within the district in relation to which there has been a substantial decline in population
capacity of education services in the district

desirability of maintaining an appropriate number and range of cultural venues and facilities

infrastructure of the district

how that infrastructure is used

any change which the planning authority thinks may occur in relation to any of the matters cutlined above

play sufficiency.

®‘




Local Development Plans — Evidence Gathering (2)

+ Evidence report should also include a statement on the steps taken by the authority in
preparing the report to seek the views of the public at large, including disabled persons,
Gypsies and Travellers, and children and young people; the steps taken to seek the views of
community councils; and the extent to which views expressed have been taken into account.

+  Submitted to Scottish Ministers who will appoint a person to “assess whether the report
contains sufficient information to enable the planning authority to prepare a local
development plan”.

+ GATECHECK

+ Outcomes: satisfied or not satisfied = revision of evidence report required.

+ DPEA Reporter Guidance Note 26 provides advice — “will not test sufficiency of the overall
engagement process but will look for evidence of engagement with the relevant stakeholders
and key agencies on the relevant topics”.

?lan Scheme
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Local Development Plans — Evidence Gathering (3)

Local development planning
guidance
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Local Development Plans — Proposed Plan and Examination

Argyll and Bute
PROPOSED LOCAL
DEVELOPMENT
PLAN 2

and Prop: Map

+ Consultation on proposed plan (and possibly associated SEA).

+ Representations received.

+ Modifications where possible.

+ If unresolved representations remain an Examination required.
+ Schedule 3 templates completed by planning authority.
+ Generally, split into topics / settlements.

+ Appointed persons then carry out examination:
— (1) Conformity with Participation Statement.
— (2) Examination of issues raised in unresolved reps.

» Report of Examination submitted.
+ Limited reasons to warrant departure from Recommendations.
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PRCAOSED EAST SEMPREAIHRE DEVELOPRENT PLAN 2
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Local Development Plans — Examination process

Examination limited to only assess issues raised in unresolved
representations.

Usual process to review NPF4, Evidence Report, SEA, Delivery
Programme, Representations and Documents.

Form of Examination at discretion of appointed person.
= Inquiry unlikely.

= Hearing(s) possible.

= Further written submissions likely.

- Informal requests.

OEVIODMENL PN EXaminations
GUKIINCR 080 “0F COODR WA SUBMITTeC
recresemations

Should be accessible, transparent, succinct, proportionate and focused.

If unsatisfied that the plan allocates sufficient land to meet the LHLR,
instead of preparing an Examination Report a notice must be issued that
requires the authority to prepare another proposed plan.
Recommendations — modify the plan; or if a plan can't be modified suitably
then direct that plan be amended in relation to specified matters.

Grounds for refusing recommendations — NPF or National Park Plan
inconsistency; incompatible with Habitat Regulations; or
unreasonableness.

Local Development Plans — Adoption

NPF4 Policy

Aberdeenshire

ABERDEENSHIRE

Lecal Development Plan

January 2023

1 propossle witin & greer
Wit the LOP will criy be

Adopted Plan Policy

Policy Rt Special Rural Areas

This working document is a summary of where all LDPs are up to.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VAzqgVgxDHwQIOa2cb4zvwTozCc7IF9bi-

mTo8xdURvo/edit#gid=0

Related to a few slides ago - APRS have compiled a spreadsheet of where each local authority is
at with their LDP - it's linked on our webpage on LDPs but the direct link to the spreadsheet is

here https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VAzqVgxDHwQIOa2cb4zvwTozCc7IF9bi-

mTo8xdURvo/edit#gid=0



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VAzqVqxDHwQlOa2cb4zvwTozCc7IF9bi-mTo8xdURvo/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VAzqVqxDHwQlOa2cb4zvwTozCc7IF9bi-mTo8xdURvo/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VAzqVqxDHwQlOa2cb4zvwTozCc7IF9bi-mTo8xdURvo/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VAzqVqxDHwQlOa2cb4zvwTozCc7IF9bi-mTo8xdURvo/edit#gid=0

From LDPs to LPPs

Local Place Plans

| Our Place

» Planning authorities required to invite communities to prepare Local Place

Plans.

+ Non-statutory spatial plan.

+ Once registered the LPP will be taken into account in preparation of LDP. :

+ Circular 1/2022 on Local Place Plans. -

+ Transforming Scotland Website — ‘How To’ Guide. i

- v e R . ®. 9. |mhﬂl!‘7

g o = Qe
AND POY ERS o=

PLACE ° o
PLAN

Welcome to
PlaceBuilder

05 LOCAL PLACE PLANS WHY BOTHER?

Communities must be invited to contribute to LPP
What are their aspirations for area
LPP Tools for Beginners = ‘Our Place’, ‘Transforming Scotland’ Guide

T

Regional Spatial Strategies

Regional Spatial Strategy

» Planning authorities can prepare, or SM can direct. for Edinburgh and
» Along-term non-statutory spatial strategy. East Scotland City Region
— The need for strategic development.
- The outcomes which authorities consider that strategic development will contribute.
— Priorities for the delivery of strategic development.
- Proposed locations for strategic development (map or diagram). ‘5

“Strategic development means development that is likely to have a significant impact on
future development within the area of more than one planning authority”.

+ Before adoption, must publish:
- A draft strategy.
— A summary of information taken into account in preparation.
— A statement inviting representations by a specified date.

» Once adopted keep under review and refresh at least every 10 years.

https://www.planningdemocracy.org.uk/2023/local-place-plans-why-bother/



https://www.planningdemocracy.org.uk/2023/local-place-plans-why-bother/
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Informed and consulted and empowered?
Different levels of engagement

Development Planning — Opportunities to be Involved (2)
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Planning and Related Appeals

e S|

» Planning permission. pnm p T
+ Listed building consent. e

+ Listed building designations. L S S et
+ Conservation area consent. X 5.:,:::“.. e Ty W ¥
» Advertisement consent. S o o O

+ Enforcement notice. i

+ Amenity notices. e GRS —
+ Tree works consent. i s T heshesions

308 O 200 P B0 BCCRDHALA 190135839 416 4 BEI TIECE IR T CLPY Y
raasc o H £ o, hathar Fyeie ol be matclaedy subeaigaed By amy senws of e

+ High hedges. B

v T 0w rd e e of

-+ Completion notices. T e R MR e
e o e s
+ Certificates of lawful use or development. o

+ Revocation orders. e L

a Farteim:
'ATIEE. 218 76 NS FAITE S8MRN 8 Bmicies. The sl 18 10 HaTFied i 9

*  Aguide to planning appeals in Scotland - govscot (www. govscot
*  Planning appeals and other cases: guidance on taking part - gowv.scot {(wiww. gov.scot)

Wider DPEA Caseload

N

s PN\ addtion

"\ Core paths

9 National Park boundary

Section 36 electricity generation applications (wind
farms, solar, hydro) - >550MW.

Section 37 electricity transmission lines.
Wayleaves.

Compulsory Purchase Orders.
Community Asset Transfer.

Roads Orders.

Pollution Prevention Control.

Stopping Up Orders.

Traffic Regulation Orders,

Core Path Plan Examinations.
Flood Prevention Schemes.
Extinguishment of Public Right of Way.




Decisions and
Recommendations

* Delegated decisions (unless recalled).

* Reports to Scottish Ministers (direct or
called-in cases).

* Claims for Expenses.

* Statutory Appeals and Judicial Review.

Questions and Answers

Q. Are NPF4 policies “vague” and of little use for decision-making?

+ NPF4 provides a consistency across the 34 authorities in Scotland.

+ Mix of common policies from across Scotland and new policies.

+ Likely that there won't be repetition of policies between LDPs and NPF4 in the future.
+ Discretionary system debate/interpretation so can occur.

Questions and Answers

Q. What is the balance between Local Place Plans and Local Development Plans?

+ One is driven directly by communities.

+ One required by statute, driven by officials and approved by elected councillors.
+ But LDPs must “take account” of LPPs imparting value to the process.

+ LPPs could be a material consideration in decision-making.

+ An interesting point about data — the LPP might come before the Evidence Report so could be
using different data to inform community desires.

0,

LDP must take account of LPP (driven by communities)



Questions and Answers

Q. Why doesn’t the new system allow for local matters to be adjusted by use of
supplementary guidance?

+ Local development plans could include bespoke provisions where justified to reflect local
circumstances.

+ Carefully crafted to ensure no incompatibility with NPF4 (unless desired).
+ An authority could also opt to use non-statutory planning guidance (a material consideration).

Questions and Answers

Q. Is there a conflict between economic growth and biodiversity enhancement / community
well-being? How do communities protect green space? How is biodiversity enhancement
going to be written into plans and used in decision-making?

+ Terminology in NPF4 refers to “inclusive economic growth”.
+ Decision-making tends to balance social, economic and environmental considerations.
+ Examinations have already recommended changes to LDP policy to ensure “enhancement”.

+ In decision-making, biodiversity enhancement already a consideration. Term “enhancement”
might be debated but NPF4 policy 3 provides some examples.

« Open space strategies and other audits/strategies could be used by communities to inform the
council of valued spaces.

Biodiversity enhancement is an entrenched / obligatory consideration

Questions and Answers

Q. Can housing still be released on greenfield sites? What is the commercial reality of not
using greenfield release? Why is there no presumption in favour of affordable housing?

+  New system of NPF4 setting a MATHLR which LDPs can find sites to accommodate.

+ ltis a plan-led system where sites are allocated though the LDP.

+ Housing supported on allocated sites by NPF4 and there are some exceptions in Policy 16.

+  One exception could be the release of a site for affordable housing (<50 units).

+ Authorities can also modify the standard 25% requirement for affordable housing where justified.

* The brownfield first, town centre first, local living, nature and climate change crises, and re-use
buildings approaches could direct housing to non-greenfield locations.

» Noted that there could be potential viability issues developing urban environments.

Brownfield site use not without its own challenges and local / environmental complications.



Questions and Answers

Q. Why are valid concerns of rural people and local authorities ignored in regard to
renewables? Does NPF4 give more weight to the nature crisis or the climate emergency?
How do wind farms fit with biodiversity enhancement?

+ Reporters don't ignore individuals, communities or local authority views. Carefully consider the
evidence submitted; assess the proposal against the correct tests; and come to a professional
judgement based on what is before us.

+ Consultation on wind farms is not a waste of time — there can be valuable insight from local
knowledge and perspectives. O,

+ The nature and climate change crises are both given “significant weight” in Policy 1 of NPF4; and
Policy 11 provides significant weight to the contribution of proposals contributes to meeting
emission reduction targets.

+ Examples of enhancement: peatland and bog restoration; native woodland planting; bird
protection and habitat enhancement.

Planning appeals and other cases: guldance on taking part - gov.scot {www.gov.scot|

Questions and Answers

Q. Why is planning not pre-eminent in other decision-making?

+ Determination of planning applications is only one statutory function of the council.

» There could be other legal tests/duties in determining matters on roads, licencing and so on
which do not allow consideration of the planning situation.

+ For example, it might be possible for a unit to gain a trading licence but not get planning
permission for a change of use.

+ Abuilding might get planning permission for alterations but not get listed building consent for the
works as there are separate tests to be considered.

Questions and Answers

Q. What can local groups do to protect the greenbelt? How are trees protected on
greenfield sites and in conservation areas?

» Greenbelts don't need to encircle settlements but can take various forms.
+ Greenbelt audits/reviews could be carried out by authorities which communities could inform.
» Responses to proposed plans can provide insight.

+ Trees could be protected by Tree Preservation Orders or could be Ancient Woodland or of
Veteran status.

+ Trees in conservation areas are also protected and require notice prior to works.
+ Otherwise contact your local arboricultural officer.




Questions and Answers

Q. Are Councillors accountable for their decisions?

+ Training likely provided for new councillors on planning matters.
+ Planning Committees should be impartial in decision-making.

+ Supported by officers (planners, council officials, lawyers).

+ Code of conduct for councillors sets out acceptable behaviours.

+ Might be a justified claim for expenses if councillors make decisions against officer
recommendation without sufficient evidence.

Check out the social media platforms for APRS and Planning Democracy.
Planning Democracy Social Media
https://www.facebook.com/planningdemocracy
https://www.instagram.com/planningdemocracy
https://x.com/PlanDemoc (formally Twitter)

APRS Social Media

https://www.facebook.com/APRScotland
https://www.instagram.com/aprscotland

https://x.com/APRScotland (formally Twitter)

60 participants
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